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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T. E Profits ariſing ks the Sale of this & ENS. .00 

be applied to charitable Purpoſes by the Society, The 
Author, conſcious of its many Imperfections, was defirous to 
decline every Sollicitation for the printing of it; Being un- 
willing to intrude upon the Public a Compoſition which he 
was obliged to prepare on ſo ſhort a Notice—nor could he 
have been at length prevailed on to comply with the Requeſt 
but from the Aſſurance given him, chat its Publication 


would contribute t to promote the Ends of ſo laudable an In- 
ſtitution. 
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r Oeser, of this . * 
is too well known to need much Re- 
Anal. This ſacred Temple opens her Doors, 
that the thankful Heart may enter and drop 
the Tribute of Reſpect, due to the Memory 
of a truly juſt and benevolent Man; and that 
the Mind at the ſame Time, impreſſed with 
the Goodneſs and Excellence of the Cha- 
racer, might be rouſed to imitate what it 
cannot but admire. 125 


To ſee ſo many reſpectable Perſons affem- 
bled in public Acknowledgment of their 
Gratitude towards ſo liberal a Benefactor, 
maſt inſpire every feeling Boſom with un- 


The 


= 


The Duties of Religion, while they meet 
us in Precept alone, may, perhaps, by their 
ſeemingly ſevere Aſpect be apt to terrify and 
alarm the weak and unſtable Mind; but when 
we behold them realized in the Example of 
Perſons, made of the ſame Materials with our- 
ſelves, ſubject to the ſame Temptations, and 
Heirs of the ſame Infirmities, by Nature 
helpleſs, frail, depraved; when I ſay we con- 


| template them realized in ſuch Examples, 
our Doubt of Performance muſt give Place to 


Hope, our Fears be ſucceeded by becoming 
Strife. Hence then the Advantage of hold- 
ing up to public View thoſe illuſtrious Cha- 
racters, which have been the diſtinguiſh'd 
Ornaments of Society: That whilſt their Per- 
fections kindle our Admiration, they may 
excite our x lenor 


* The Memory of the jan? is bleſſed, of 
Survivors applaud their Virtues, , and are 


gray) for the Examples. 


To make the choſen Text applicable to the 
preſent Occaſion, it may be neceſſary firſt to 
enlarge upon the Excellence of that Virtue, 
which ſo characterized the Man, whoſe Me- 


mory you now celebrate, and whoſe Memory 
5" Ws 


(4) | 
is bleſſed among you: We will then particu- 
larly notice his Exacphe, and urge the . 
tation. | 


To anderftznd the Excellence of Charity, 
we muſt conſider it under its different Points 
of View:----The Advantages derived to the 
Community from the various Exerciſes of 
OW are no leſs obvious, than import- 

How many Objects, of whoſe Labour 
— has been deprived by the afflicting 
Hand of Penury or Diſeaſe, have been again 
reſtored to their- induſtrious Employments, 
by the Munificence of public Benefactors! 
How many Wretches robb'd of all the Com- 
forts: of human Life, have been again reſtor- 
ed, by the charitable Hand of the Good and 
Great, to Eaſe and Happineſs !---And, bleſ- | 
ſed be GOD, however eminent this Nation 
may be for public Vice and Immorality, yet 
in the Exerciſe of this noble Virtue ſhe ſtands 
unrivalled---Witneſs the many laudable In- 
ſtitutions which preſent. themſelves to our 
View in every Part of this Iſland. * We be- 
fd VE ers 4 hold 

dee an exellent Catalogue of our public Charities in Dr. 
Noon! bew for the Magdalen Hoſpital, from whence that 


Hint of enumerating them was collected Preached before 
che Prefident, St. George's Church, Hanover-Square. 


(8) 
hold the once diſtreſſed Mother no longer 
brooding o'er imaginary Ills for her expected 

Off-ſpring, already provided for, by the 

friendly Hand of ſweet Beneficence.---We 

behold the once diſconſolate Widow, awhile 

forgetting the painful Separation which Pro- 

vidence has ordained,” and ſmiling-in her 

calm Retreat---We behold that Claſs, that 

fad Clafs, ſecluded from Mankind, not from 

Deſertion of Wealth, or Frame incapable of 

Labour, but through that greateſt of all Miſ- 

fortunes, the Deprivation of Senſe; theſe, I 

fay, we behold in Reaſon's intervening Light, 

bleffing the kind Veil that conceals them 

from the public Gaze---We behold alfo fe- 

male Diſtreſs, exchang d for female Joy; the 

once loſt, ruin'd Daughter (whoſe unſuſpect- 

ing Innocence fell a dire Sacrifice to fome 

fad cruel Spoiler) recovering her deſerted 

Bloom, reſtor d to Family, reſtor d to Friends 

We behold bleſt Nurſeries, where Care 

with her kind Attendants, and Medicine with 

aſſiſting Hand, ſtrengthen the Weak,  fup- 

port the enfeebled Cripple, atid baffle the 

raging Power of Diſeaſe.---- Nor muſt we 

omit to mention the Thouſands of Children 

(and ſome friendleſs Orphans) ſnatched from 
dee, eee e 


(9) 


Vlencſs a. and Vice, inſtructed in every Brarich 
of civil, ſoclal, and religious Duty.s--Need 
we ſpeak more of the Excellence of public 
Charity? It ſufficiently ſpeaks for itſelf} and 
Society cattnot but confeſs "the Obligation. 
We haſte then for a Moment to admire 
thoſe ſympathetic Feelings, which prompt 
Men to ſteal into the private Habitations of 
the diſtreſſed, and to adminiſter the Balm of 
Comfort to the Sons and Daughters of Afflie⸗ 
tion. The compaſſionate Man can never 
be at a Loſs to find Objects for the Exerciſe 
of that Virtue, Which brings with it its own 
Reward.- He enters the melancholy Man- 
fion, where the induſtrious Father and the 
prudent Mother, * by all their Care, by all 
their Labour; are incapable of ſupplying the 
growing neceſſities of their riſing Off-ſpring. 
=z-He rep lenifhes the exhauſted 5: Der of 
Meal,” 15 fills the Cruſe of oil ans" the 

Parents Hearts pour forth their Blefſin, 8, 
and their Babes liſp his Prälſe. But he 
ſtops not here; it is not the ufflicted Paper 
alone that opens the Fountain of his Kind- 
neſs. there are other Objects,” Oele piti⸗ 
ble indeed, that aſk with expreſſibe gilence 
the Exerciſe of his compaſſionate Liberality. 
B KH 
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( 20 )) 
Ae ſees them ſunk from the higher Scenes 
of Life, oppoſed defenceleſs to the Waves 
of Adverſity, in vain ſtruggling againſt the 
Storms of ©* outrageous Fortune,” baffled 
and ſubdued,---Misfortune's iron Hand may 


rob us of Comforts and of Honours, but 
can never ſubdue our Feelings. Dig, 1 
cannot; to beg, I am aſhamed.” Here he 
ſteps in the effectual tho' ſecret Friend. 
He wipes the Tear from the afflicted Eye, 

and revives the drooping Heart, which over- 
flows with Gratitude to its liberal, but un · 
known Bene factor. It is unneceſſary to ſay 
more to evince the Amiableneſs of Charity, 


as ſtated in theſe different Points of View: 


It is Time that we apply what has been of- 
fer d, to that illuſtious Perſon, whoſe bleſ. 
ſed Memory we this Day celebrate. But 
what Language can do Juſtice to his Me- 
rits ! He ſoars above all human Panegyric; 
---This City, amongſt many other Places, 
bears Teſtimony to his unbounded Libera- 
lity. But why need we wander far? A 
ſtriking Proof preſents itſelf before us, and 
many who hear me, are happy to own the 
friendly Hand, the bleſſed Source, from 


a 


| Though lodged in the filent Tomb, and 


(n) 
whence flow their domeſtie Comforts, their 
m_ 2 A TORR & 94 > 


The Earth, which ani Day ſmiled 
on het new Inhabitant, has long ſince mourn- 
ed her Loſs. No more his Eye weeps for diſ- 
treſſed Objects, his Heart no longer bleeds 
for the Miſeries of others. He is dead! Yet, 
though dead, he ſpeaks, and whiſpers in 
every Ear, GO AND DO LIKEWISE.” 


mingled with his kindred Duſt,---he lives 
above--he lives on Earth---he lives, will 
ever live in the grateful Hearts of all who 
taſte his Bencficence, Earthly Glories may, 
muſt fade, and the Honours of the World 
quickly vaniſh ; but he has raiſed to himſelf 
2 Monument, . which the Moth of Time 
cannot rs which ere muſt con- 
firm. R 


I ſhall not enlarge apes the Progreſs and 
Advantages of the Society here aſſembled, --- 
theſe are better known to you, than me. 
That your honeſt Labours have a peculiar 
Tendency to promote the Welfate of the 
Community, needs no F orce of Argument 
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( 28 ) 
to prove; and that all who have ſhared. the 


Benefits of this Society, are obligated to exe 


ert themſelves in its Support, needs as little 
Argument. The Nature of the Charity will 
prove the one, and your on Feelings evince 

the other. You avert that Evil, to which 
human Nature has a ſtrong. propenſity=--In- 
dolence---the Effects of which are no leſs 
than Ruin; you therefore pluck from Ruin 
many an Object of Reſpect and Honour 
you cultivate a Soil, which without your 
Care, and Beneficence, would lie unſervice- 
able; but which, by your Attention, is ren,; 


dered fruitful in itſelf, and diffuſeth its in- 
++. Auence around. Nor have you been confin- 


ed to this Act of Love alone, for many an 


afflicted Mother liyes to bleſs your kind Pro, 
tection in the painful Time of Travail. 


Let the benevolent Man, actuated by the 
ſame unreſtrained Principle, drop in his 
Aſſiſtance towards the Support of this com- 
mendable Eſtabliſhment, 


Tt is in i vain, my Brethren, a as 2 Motiye to 
call forth your, Liberality on the preſent Oc- 


caſion, to touch your Paſſions ; theſe would 


ſoon ſubſide, and the Labour be unanſwera⸗ 
| ble 


i ET | om AAR. OP 


Enn 
ble to the End. Suffice. it to have held up to 


your View an Example ſo. truly great, as 


cannot but provoke your Imitation. But if 
that Example ſhould fail to actuate your 
Conduct; that Example, I fay, by which fo 
many have been benefitted ;* let me for a 


Moment for your Eyes, your Hearts upon 


the brighteſt Pattern of univerſal Charity--- 
let me ſhew you Charity herſelf, in her na- 
tive Element---let me ſhew you that heaven- 
born Off-ſpring, ſitting on her antient Seat, 
and pitying fallen Man- —let me ſhew her 
diffuſing her genial Influences, through the 
Boſom of her Parent GOD.---Behold the 
omnipotent Son of Glory, leaving his eter- 
nal Throne - -the Beloved of the Father, 
cloathing himſelf in mortal Veſtments, hum- 


bled to the Duſt. View this great, this 


moſt illuftrious Character, an Inhabitant of 


Earth; did any in vain requeſt his Aid? 


Did any fall at his Feet, and implore his 
Mercy, rejected in their Suit? No Company 
he refuſed, no Danger he ſhrunk from, where 
Good could poſſibly be adminiſtered; un- 
wearied in Acts of Love, * he daily went 
about doing Good,” and at laſt cloſed the 


wondrous Scene, upon the painful Croſs, and 
Nass vitugt 821221 72. TS Dy 
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| Fe 1 
died in Love to Man-“ if G OD then 
fo loved us, how ought we to love one ano- 
ther. 5 


But i may be, the Enemy of Souls will 
oppoſe Excuſes to the Exerciſe of Charity, 


and may prompt us to alledge the Hardneſs 


of the Times, as a Plea to cloſe the Door of 


Mercy: We may complain of the Hardneſs 


of the Times, and the Poor which have in- 
creaſed, by the Decreaſe of Manufacturing 
Succeſs, will, do, ſeverely feel the melan- 


choly Fact. But let not the opulent com- 


plain---let not the late unhappy War, with 
its concomitant Expences, be a Plea (how- 
ever ſpecious in Complexion) admiſſible with 
them.---For a Moment indulge Reflection 
are we leſs extravagant in modiſh Diſſipation? 


Leſs ſplendid in Equipage ? Leſs ſumptuous 


in our Table? Leſs prodigal in Amuſement? 
Does Pleaſure feel the Nation's Tax, or ra- 


ther will not the Increaſe of her Purchaſe be 
attended 


The Atonement of the bleſſed Redeemer for the Sins of . 
his People, is the moſt marvellous Inſtance of Charity that 
can be diſplayed, and if ſeriouſly contemplated, one would 
think muſt inflame our Love of God-—muſt influence our Con- 
duct towards Man—genuine Affection for our Fellow- creature: 


muſt ſpring from that ſacred Source, the Love of God. 


1 


attended with the Increaſe of her Faſhion, 
and Mode ſufficiently atone for Expence ? 
Oh where is the Heart, that can poſſibly re- 
liſh the Sweets of Life, and yet be fortified 
to _ the TO of Poverty 


cob profuſely pours out Bleflings upon 
us; God has, amidſt the War of Ele- 
ments“ ſurrounded us with the Shield of 
Salvation: And what but his Long-ſuffering, 
what but his Patience could grant ſuch Pre- 


ſervation | Alas, Calabria weeps over her 


ſhocking Wreck | A Wreck as yet, perhaps, 
unfiniſhed | Alas, Meſſina mourns a nume- 
rous Off- ſpring buried in her Ruins! Why 
may not England ſhare the dreadful Fate, 
but Mercy grants to n ſtill a LE 


Trial, 


I ſhall conclude. this Diſcourſe; with 2 
brief Addreſs to thoſe who wiſh to intereſt 
themſelves in the Support of this laudable 
— | 


n Sid not uſe farther Motives to urge 
your Liberality. --- That you are Men---that 
you are Chriſtians, ---theſe Thoughts forbid 

the 
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Y you lie, and oO Memory be « ever r bleſſed. 


(16). 

the Attenipt. But notwithſtanditig, let me 
defire, let me intreat you to reflect upon 
that Situation in which by Providence you 


are placed. To him we are indebted fot 


every Comfort, every Blefling, every Enjoy- 
ment. And remember, you are G O D's 
Stewards, and the Day, "the awful, the i im- 
portant Day is quickly advancing, when 
aſſembled Worlds ſhall attend to give Ac- 
count. If, then yon have any Reſpect for 
the Example of pious Benefactors; if you 
are intereſted in ſocial, as well as domeſtic 
Comfort; if you have -any real Love for 
G OD; if you have any Regard for that 
Jewel lodged within, that better Part, which 
muſt live and laſt for'ever.----This, this 
Day produce the happy Teſtimony... ** 80 ſhall - 
you be laying up Treaſures, where neither 
Moth nor Ruſt can corrupt: So will ap- 
proving Heaven ſmile on the pleaſing Pro- 
duce of your Faith: and when Death, the 
common Lot of Man, ſhall warn you of 
your finiſhed Race, beloved, lamented ſhall 
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The Reader is requeſted to obſerve, that Mr. Cors ron's 
pu ublic Bounty was not by any Means oppreflive to his 
amily—as it is well known that he DANY ſuffici- 


ent Fortunes to his Relations, 
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